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Mr. Speaker, please join me in commemo-
rating the centennial of the end of World War
| and the many military and civilian lives lost
in that conflict and recognizing those who
have come together for the Concert to Com-
memorate Sacrifice.

————
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Master Chief Petty Officer John
Boughton for his service to both the Third
Congressional District of Colorado and the en-
tire nation.

Officer Boughton dedicated 24 years of his
life serving in the United States Navy. Once
his honorable service came to an end, he
used his wealth of military experience to en-
hance the lives of others in his community,
spending 16 years as a naval science instruc-
tor at Montrose High School and Olathe High
School. His work in the school system helped
build the character of countless hundreds of
young men and women who served as his ca-
dets in the Navy Junior Reserve Officers
Training Corps (NJROTC).

Chief Boughton played an integral role in
taking the Montrose High School and Olathe
High School NJROTC program to the nation-
ally recognized competitive state champion-
ship on three separate occasions. Both
schools’ teams made their mark as a drill and
marksmanship team, becoming nationally
ranked in shooting for over 10 years. Chief
Boughton’s extraordinary care and dedication,
positioned his cadets to achieve such suc-
cess. To create additional growth opportunities
for his students, Chief Boughton built the
school district's first STEM Sea Perch Tank
and began holding Sea Perch Competition
games for area cadets several years ago.

As a result of his hard work and commit-
ment to his students, Chief Boughton has
been awarded several honors by various orga-
nizations in his community. Chief Boughton
was named the Colorado Citizen Education
Teacher of the Year in 2011 and 2012 by the
Department of Colorado Veterans of Foreign
Wars. He has also been nominated three
times for the Montrose County School District
Teacher of the Year during his tenure as a
NJROTC instructor.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Boughton has spent his
life in service to his country, his community
and his students. His work has had an indel-
ible impact and it is my honor to acknowledge
his achievements, as well as express heartfelt
gratitude for his service. | wish him luck in his
future endeavors.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on the
17th anniversary of the attack launched
against the United States on September 11,
2001, | rise to remember the victims of that
horrific tragedy and those first-responders who
risked, and in too many cases, sacrificed their
lives to rescue the occupants of the besieged
World Trade Center Towers.

The morning of September 11, 2001 is, and
will always be, a day like no other.

It is a day all living Americans will remem-
ber because not since Pearl Harbor had there
been such a dastardly and deadly attack on
American soil.

Seventeen years later, my heart still grieves
for those who perished on flights United Air-
lines 93, American Airlines 77, American Air-
lines 11, and United Airlines 175.

When the sun rose on the morning of Sep-
tember 11, none of us knew that it would end
in an inferno in the magnificent World Trade
Center Towers in New York City and the Pen-
tagon and in the grassy fields of Shanksville,
Pennsylvania.

| stand here remembering those who still
suffer, whose hearts still ache over the loss of
so many innocent and interrupted lives.

My prayer is that for those who lost a father,
a mother, a husband, a wife, a child, or a
friend will in the days and years ahead take
comfort in the certain knowledge that they
have gone on to claim the greatest prize, a
place in the Lord’s loving arms.

And down here on the ground, their memory
will never die so long as | any of the many of
us who loved them lives.

Mr. Speaker, as hard as it is to believe, out
of a tragedy so overwhelming and horrific,
something good and great emerged in the
aftermath of September 11.

On that day there were no Republicans or
Democrats.

There were no Northerners or Southerners
or West or East Coasters.

We were not Red State or Blue State.

We were all simply Americans.

On that day, we were united in our shock
and anger and sadness.

We were united in our resolve to defend our
country and protect the freedoms that has
made America the greatest country in the his-
tory of the world.

We lit candles, held hands, helped neigh-
bors, and prayed for our country and its lead-
ers.

A united America can never be defeated as
Operation Enduring Freedom showed.

The brave and valiant armed forces of the
United States swiftly toppled the Taliban and
liberated Afghanistan.

As President George W. Bush announced to
the American people and to the world:
“Whether the terrorists are brought to justice
or justice is brought to the terrorists, justice
will be done.”
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And though he ran and hid for almost ten
years, Osama bin Ladin could not hide forever
and evade the long arm of American justice,
which, under the leadership of President
Barack Obama, caught up with him on May 2,
2011.

Mr. Speaker, Americans take care of their
own.

Americans
cherish liberty.

And Americans want peace.

Not just for themselves alone, but all per-
sons in every corner of the globe.

Mr. Speaker, ensuring that American is safe
and secure and protected from another attack
on American soil is the least we owe to the
heroic passengers on Flight 93 and to the
brave firefighters of the FDNY and officers of
the NYPD and the officers and civilians we
lost in the Pentagon who gave faithful service
to our nation.

Americans want their country to remain
safe, free, and invulnerable to another cow-
ardly attack like the one we witnessed seven-
teen years ago today.

We owe that much to the Americans who
lost and gave their lives.

We owe it to them to ensure that their chil-
dren and loved ones will never again experi-
ence such pain, suffering, and loss.

We can do this. We must do this. After all,
we are Americans.

——————
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | rise to
commend the recipients of this year's NIPSCO
Luminary Awards. The Luminary Awards were
created to honor prominent individuals or or-
ganizations for their exemplary leadership.
This year's honorees include Dr. Vanessa
Allen-McCloud, The Nature Conservancy, Jun-
ior Achievement of Chicago, Junior Achieve-
ment of Northern Indiana, Denarie Kane, and
the Multi Agency Academic Cooperative
(MAAC) Foundation. For their outstanding
contributions to the community in Northwest
Indiana and beyond, the honorees will be rec-
ognized at a ceremony on Thursday, Sep-
tember 13, 2018, at NiSource Corporate
Headquarters in Merrillville, Indiana.

Dr. Vanessa Allen-McCloud, president and
chief executive officer of the Urban League of
Northwest Indiana, is this year’s recipient of
the Community Leadership Award. For her re-
markable dedication to public and social serv-
ice, Dr. Allen-McCloud is worthy of the highest
praise.

The recipient of this year's Environmental
Stewardship Award is The Nature Conser-
vancy. The organization has protected millions
of acres of land and thousands of rivers
throughout the world. We are truly grateful for
their conservation efforts, here in the commu-
nity of Northwest Indiana, and beyond.

The Education Award will be presented to
Junior Achievement of Chicago and Junior
Achievement of Northern Indiana. These eco-
nomic and mentoring programs prepare stu-
dents to achieve success and have made a
tremendous positive impact on the youth of

cherish freedom. Americans
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